Laying On of Hands

Jesus did it to heal . ..

Mark 5:2 and entreated Him earnestly, saying, "My little daughter is at the point of death;
please come and lay Your hands on her, that she may get well and live."

Mark 8:23  And taking the blind man by the hand, He brought him out of the village; and after
spitting on his eyes, and laying His hands upon him, He asked him, "Do you see
anything?"

Luke 4:40 And while the sun was setting, all who had any sick with various diseases brought
them to Him; and laying His hands on every one of them, He was healing them.

Luke 13:13  And He laid His hands upon her; and immediately she was made erect again, and
began glorifying God.

Luke 4:40 And while the sun was setting, all who had any sick with various diseases brought
them to Him; and laying His hands on every one of them, He was healing them.

... but it was not required for healing to work

Matt 8:8 But the centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not worthy for You to come
under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.

Jesus also laid hands on children as a sign of blessing, rather than healing.

Mark 10:16  And He took them in His arms and began blessing them, laying His hands upon
them.

The ability to heal by laying on of hands was promised to Christians. . .

Mark 16:18  they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it shall not hurt
them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

... but not to all Christians, or only those of great faith.

1 Cor 12:28-31 And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third
teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various
kinds of tongues. All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they?
All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? All do
not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do
not interpret, do they? But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And | show you a still
more excellent way.

Some in the early church laid hands on others in order to heal . . .
Acts 28:8 And it came about that the father of Publius was lying in bed afflicted with

recurrent fever and dysentery; and Paul went in to see him and after he had
prayed, he laid his hands on him and healed him.



Acts 14:9-10

Laying On of Hands

... but touch was not necessary

This man was listening to Paul as he spoke, who, when he had fixed his gaze upon
him, and had seen that he had faith to be made well, said with a loud voice, "Stand
upright on your feet." And he leaped up and began to walk.

Laying on of hands was part of an appointment.

Acts 6:5-6

1Tim 5:22

Acts 13:2-3

And the statement found approval with the whole congregation; and they chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch. And these they brought
before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on them.

Do not lay hands upon anyone too hastily and thus share responsibility for the sins
of others; keep yourself free from sin.

And while they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set
apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them." Then,
when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them
away.

The laying on of hands was used to impart the Holy Spirit.

Acts 8:17-18

Acts 19:6

Then they began laying their hands on them, and they were receiving the Holy
Spirit. Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on
of the apostles' hands, he offered them money,

And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and
they began speaking with tongues and prophesying.

Sometimes the exact purpose of laying on of hands is unclear.

Heb 6:1-2

2Tim 1:6

1Tim4:14

Acts 9:11-12

Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to
maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of
faith toward God, of instruction about washings, and laying on of hands, and the
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

And for this reason | remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you
through the laying on of my hands.

Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed upon you
through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery.

And the Lord said to him, "Arise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire at
the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying,
and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on
him, so that he might regain his sight.” . . . 17 And Ananias departed and entered
the house, and after laying his hands on him said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus,
who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that
you may regain your sight, and be filled with the Holy Spirit."”



