
Avoiding Controversy in the Church 

 

Attitudes 

 

Rom 12:16  Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate 

with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation. 

 

1 Cor 3:18-20  Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this 

age, let him become foolish that he may become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is 

foolishness before God. For it is written, "He is the one who catches the wise in their craftiness"; 

and again, "The Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless." 

 

1 Cor 8:1  Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies. 

 

2 Tim 3:6-7  For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women 

weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, always learning and never able to come to 

the knowledge of the truth. 

 

Missing the Point 

 

Rom 10:2-3  For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with 

knowledge.  For not knowing about God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they 

did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God. 

 

Col 2:23  These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made 

religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly 

indulgence. 

 

Useless Subject Matter 

 

1 Tim 1:3-7  As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus, in order 

that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines, nor to pay attention to myths and 

endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration 

of God which is by faith.  But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good 

conscience and a sincere faith.  For some men, straying from these things, have turned aside to 

fruitless discussion, wanting to be teachers of the Law, even though they do not understand either 

what they are saying or the matters about which they make confident assertions. 

 

1 Tim 6:20-21  O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty 

chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge"--which some have 

professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you. 

 

Titus 3:9-11  But shun foolish controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the 

Law; for they are unprofitable and worthless.  Reject a factious man after a first and second 

warning, knowing that such a man is perverted and is sinning, being self-condemned. 



 

Useful Subject Matter 

 

1 Cor 1:18  For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing foolishness, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and 

the cleverness of the clever I will set aside."  Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where 

is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  For since in the 

wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased 

through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.  For indeed Jews ask 

for signs, and Greeks search for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling 

block, and to Gentiles foolishness, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 

the power of God and the wisdom of God.   

 

1 Corinthians 2:1-10  And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of 

speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  For I determined to know 

nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  And I was with you in weakness and 

in fear and in much trembling.  And my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words 

of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith should not rest on the 

wisdom of men, but on the power of God.  Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are 

mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; 

but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the 

ages to our glory; the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if they had 

understood it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory; but just as it is written, "Things 

which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all 

that God has prepared for those who love Him."  For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; 

for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. 

 


